
The Not So Intelligent Designer: A
Comprehensive Examination of William
Dembski's Theory of Intelligent Design
Intelligent design (ID) is a controversial theory that proposes that certain
features of the universe and living organisms are best explained by an
intelligent cause, rather than by natural selection alone. Proponents of ID
argue that the complexity and apparent design of the natural world cannot
be fully accounted for by random processes, and that an intelligent
designer is therefore the most reasonable explanation.
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William Dembski is one of the leading proponents of ID. In his book The
Design Inference, Dembski argues that ID is a legitimate scientific theory
that provides a better explanation for the origin of life than does natural
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selection. However, critics of ID argue that it is not a true science, but
rather a religious belief that has no place in the classroom.

In this article, we will examine Dembski's theory of ID in detail. We will
discuss the arguments for and against ID, and we will assess its scientific
validity.

Dembski's Theory of Intelligent Design

Dembski's theory of ID is based on the idea that there are certain features
of the universe that are "irreducibly complex." Irreducible complexity refers
to systems that are composed of multiple parts, each of which is essential
for the function of the system as a whole. Dembski argues that irreducible
complexity cannot be produced by natural selection, because natural
selection can only act on individual parts of a system, not on the system as
a whole.

Dembski gives the example of a mousetrap. A mousetrap is composed of
several parts, including a base, a spring, a trigger, and a bar. Each of these
parts is essential for the function of the mousetrap as a whole. If any one of
these parts is missing, the mousetrap will not work.

Dembski argues that the mousetrap is an example of irreducible
complexity. He says that natural selection could not have produced the
mousetrap because natural selection could not have simultaneously acted
on all of the parts of the mousetrap in a way that would have produced a
functional system.

Dembski argues that the mousetrap is not the only example of irreducible
complexity in nature. He says that there are many other biological systems



that are irreducibly complex, including the human eye, the human immune
system, and the bacterial flagellum.

Arguments for Intelligent Design

Proponents of ID argue that the theory is supported by several lines of
evidence. These include:

The argument from irreducible complexity. As we discussed above,
Dembski argues that irreducible complexity cannot be produced by
natural selection. He says that this is evidence for an intelligent
designer.

The argument from specified complexity. Proponents of ID also
argue that the universe is specified complex. Specified complexity
refers to systems that have a high degree of order and organization.
Proponents of ID say that specified complexity is evidence for an
intelligent designer because it is unlikely that such order and
organization could have arisen by chance.

The argument from fine-tuning. Proponents of ID also argue that the
universe is fine-tuned for life. Fine-tuning refers to the fact that the
universe has a number of physical constants that are precisely tuned
to allow for the existence of life. Proponents of ID say that fine-tuning
is evidence for an intelligent designer because it is unlikely that such
precise tuning could have occurred by chance.

Arguments against Intelligent Design

Critics of ID argue that the theory is not supported by the evidence. These
arguments include:



The argument from lack of testability. Critics of ID argue that the
theory is not testable. They say that there is no way to design an
experiment that could prove or disprove ID.

The argument from lack of explanatory power. Critics of ID also
argue that the theory does not provide a good explanation for the
origin of life. They say that ID simply pushes the question of how life
arose back one step. Instead of explaining how life arose from non-
living matter, ID simply says that life was created by an intelligent
designer.

The argument from religious bias. Critics of ID also argue that the
theory is based on religious bias. They say that the proponents of ID
are simply trying to use science to support their religious beliefs.

The debate over intelligent design is likely to continue for many years to
come. There is no easy answer to the question of whether or not ID is a
valid scientific theory. However, it is important to be aware of the arguments
for and against ID, and to be able to critically evaluate the evidence.
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