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In the Hand of the Goddess: Song of the Lioness is a captivating fantasy
epic by Tamora Pierce that follows Alanna of Trebond on her journey to
become a knight. First published in 1983, the novel has since become a
classic of the fantasy genre and has been translated into over 20
languages.
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The novel is set in the medieval kingdom of Tortall, where women are not
allowed to become knights. However, Alanna disguises herself as a boy
and enters the king's service as a page. She quickly proves herself to be a
skilled warrior and a loyal friend. As she grows older, Alanna must confront
her true identity and decide what it means to be a woman in a man's world.

In the Hand of the Goddess is a coming-of-age story that explores themes
of identity, gender, and destiny. Alanna is a strong and determined
character who defies the expectations of her society. She is a role model
for young women and girls, and her story is sure to inspire readers of all
ages.

Characters

The characters in In the Hand of the Goddess are complex and well-
developed. Alanna is the protagonist of the novel, and she is a strong and
determined young woman. She is also compassionate and loyal, and she
always fights for what she believes in.

Other important characters in the novel include:

Jonathan - Alanna's best friend and fellow knight-in-training.

George Cooper - Alanna's mentor and the king's master of arms.

Gareth of Naxos - A prince and Alanna's love interest.

Numair Salmalín - A powerful mage and Alanna's mentor in magic.

Plot

The plot of In the Hand of the Goddess is complex and engaging. The
novel follows Alanna on her journey to become a knight. Along the way, she



must overcome many challenges, including prejudice, discrimination, and
even danger.

The novel is also full of action and adventure. Alanna fights in battles,
rescues her friends, and even saves the kingdom from a powerful enemy.
The plot is fast-paced and exciting, and it will keep readers on the edge of
their seats from beginning to end.

Themes

In the Hand of the Goddess explores several important themes, including:

Identity - Alanna must confront her true identity and decide what it
means to be a woman in a man's world.

Gender - The novel challenges traditional gender roles and
stereotypes.

Destiny - Alanna must decide whether to follow her destiny and
become a knight, or to live a more traditional life.

In the Hand of the Goddess: Song of the Lioness is a captivating fantasy
epic that is sure to appeal to readers of all ages. With its engaging
characters, intricate plot, and timeless themes, this novel is a must-read for
fans of fantasy and adventure.
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