
86 -Eighty Six- Vol. 1: Light Novel Review: A
Gripping Tale of War, Identity, and Human
Connection

In a world torn apart by war, where humanity struggles to survive against a
relentless enemy, a forgotten group of young soldiers fights a desperate
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battle for their freedom. 86 -Eighty Six- Vol. 1, a light novel by Asato Asato,
unveils a captivating tale of war, identity, and the indomitable spirit of
human connection.
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Plot Summary

The Republic of San Magnolia, shielded by an autonomous army of
unmanned drones, remains oblivious to the true horrors of the war raging
on its borders. Behind the safety of these drones, hidden in a forgotten
corner of the country, live the 86, a group of young people deemed
subhuman and forced to pilot these drones in a life-or-death struggle
against the invading Legion.

Amidst this grim setting, we follow the story of Shinei Nouzen, a young 86
and the leader of his squadron, Spearhead. Shin and his comrades endure
constant danger and discrimination, their dreams and aspirations crushed
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under the weight of their unjust fate. But as they face the horrors of battle
and the apathy of their superiors, they refuse to give up hope.

Characters

Shin Nouzen: The protagonist of the story, Shin is a gifted tactician and a
fierce warrior. Despite the discrimination he faces, he remains determined
to protect his comrades and find a place where they can be free.

Lena Milizé: A young woman who works in the Republic's military as a
Handler, responsible for commanding drone squads. Lena is appalled by
the treatment of the 86 and sets out to learn more about their plight.

Raiden Shuga: The resident sniper of Spearhead Squadron, Raiden is a
loyal and skilled soldier. He is haunted by the memories of his family, who
were killed during the war.

Anju Emma: The squadron's medic, Anju is a kind and compassionate girl
who cares deeply for her comrades. She provides medical care and
emotional support in the midst of battle.

Theo Erica: The strategist of the squadron, Theo is a brilliant tactician who
uses his skills to outsmart the enemy and protect his comrades.

Themes

War and Its Horrors: The novel vividly depicts the brutality of war,
exposing the physical and emotional scars it inflicts on soldiers and
civilians alike.



Identity and Discrimination: The story explores the concepts of identity
and discrimination, as the 86 are denied their humanity and treated as
mere tools of war.

Human Connection: Despite the horrors they face, the 86 form
unbreakable bonds of friendship and camaraderie, proving that even in the
darkest of times, human connection can triumph.

Hope and Determination: Even amidst despair, the characters cling to
hope, fighting for a future where they can live with dignity and respect.

Writing Style

Asato Asato's writing is both lyrical and raw, capturing both the beauty and
the brutality of war. The novel's pacing is excellent, seamlessly blending
intense action scenes with moments of reflection and character
development. The dialogue is sharp and authentic, bringing the characters
to life.

Impact and Significance

86 -Eighty Six- Vol. 1 has been highly praised for its gripping storyline,
complex characters, and thought-provoking themes. It has won numerous
awards, including the Dengeki Novel Prize for Best Light Novel. The series
has been adapted into a successful anime series, further solidifying its
impact on pop culture.

86 -Eighty Six- Vol. 1 is a must-read for fans of military science fiction,
dystopian fiction, and stories that explore the human condition. Asato Asato
has crafted a masterpiece that will stay with readers long after they finish
the final page. This light novel is a powerful and poignant reminder of the



horrors of war, the strength of the human spirit, and the importance of
fighting for a better future.
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Overcoming Fear, Insecurity, and Depression: A
Journey to Self-Love and Happiness
Fear, insecurity, and depression are common experiences that can
significantly impact our lives. They can hold us back...
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Tracing the Evolution of Modern
Psychoanalytic Thought: From Freud to Post-
Freudian Perspectives
Psychoanalysis, once considered a radical concept, has profoundly
shaped our understanding of the human mind and behavior. The term
"modern psychoanalysis" encompasses the...
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